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HER... IT MADE EVERYTHING 
SO BEALTIFUL, 


T ONCY GOT A AS7E OF IT, 
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Dear Swamp People: 

‘Stop it, | can't take it anymore. You're 
killing me with words and images and 
colors and concepts ... “The Nukeface 
Papers" was the most sickening and 
depressing story | have ever read. After 
that, | was desperate for the next issue. 

You never cease to amaze me. Every 
time | think | know what direction you're 
heading in, you go to the opposite 
direction, | was expecting a completely 
uplifting story, a brief reapite before the 

“major” horror story begins. instead, 
the horror is interwoven with the 
triurhph of the. Swamp Thing’s return. 
What can | say. If for no other reason, 
“Growth Patterns” was a masterpiece 
because of the prelude tease, You gave 
us just enough information to begin 
imagining ... what ie it that’s coming? 
How is it related to Swamp Thing? I'm 
reminded of the House of 
Mystery/Secrets tribute in which the 
host alluded to a time of crisis ... some- 
thing about the earth creating a chamn- 

+ Something about our Swamp 
ing not being the first... 

I've heard that this story is going to 
Stretch over fifteen issues, and if it's 
anywhere close to being as good as | 
think it will, this should turn out to be 
one of the greatest comic book stories 
ever told. 

. So let's recap, We have people in 
South America that are attempting to 
bring something back. But in order to do 
#0, they have to increase the belief 
levels of the people in America. Sus- 
pending disbelief ... sort of like a twisted 
Peter Pan, think, and you can fly ... 
believe in faeries, and they will be real... 
believe in vampires, and werewolves 


especially in hie climactic hatte with 
Arcane. What happened, I think, ie that 
he had a case of “a littie too much power 
a little toe fast." And he got burned 
because of it, So he “dies” and is born 
again. Now we have the “learning” 
process, Unfortunately, the only way he 
can learnis to follow Constantine across 
America. | get the feeling that once the 
Swamp Thing reluctantly reaches his 
destination, he will find out that it 
was/is his destiny all along ... to 
confront, in the name of the Earth, 
whatever it is that's coming. 

A very, very, ingenious way to bring 
about this confrontation. One last thing. 
Alan, Steve, John, Karen, Tatiana, and 
John C., you have just begun a very 
ambitious project. | hope to Ged that you 
people will see it through. Please don’t 
abandon ship and leave the story hang- 
ing. There's 80 much care put into this 
comic, it's evident in the. finished 
product. Please do this story justice. | 
don'tknow if anyone is planning to leave 
2the book, I’m just imploring you not to in 
“case the worst should happen. Once 
again, this is by far the best comic book 
ever published. Congratulations, Voan't 
wait for what's ahead. 


By the way, how did you ever come tis 


with that disfigured boy? That has to be 

one of the most frightening images I've 

ever run across, | hope Stephen King 
has been reading this book! © 

Sincerely (and | mean itl), 

Dave Goyer 

2847 Autora 

Ann Arbor, Mi 48105 

Yeah, that boy/creature wes pretty dis- 


and pulling the jh. over my head 
because I've got @ real bad feeling that 
things are going to get real spooky, | 
fernember that | once wrote you, implor- 
ing you not to have the Swamp Thing 
posing from “spooky town to spooky 

“| now take back what | said. We 
pony @ reason to go to these towns . 
and there’s someone that Swamp Thing 
has to follow. 

John Constantine is the first person in 
our “new” cast of characters, and he is 
great. | loved that fact that he insulted 
the Swamp Thing’s intelligence, It’s 
nice that you bring Swampy back to a 
manageable level now and then. 
Recently, he seemed like a god, but now, 
after his rebirth, he’s no more than a 
child. Before his “death,” Swamp Thing 
was manifesting sore amazing powers, 


aaere 


instilled his own personality into the 
character of John Constantine? 


imean, inallof his interviews that I've 


hang atound with him. (Nothin’ per. 


sonat Alon, buapaegioeberaisianielie: 
information that Satan is returning to . 


Earth in less than a year without being 


Sie 
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the least bit fazed, sorta make me 
nervous.) 

St. Evia 

Route #4 Box 120 

Oaweon Springs, KY 42408 

Alan's the first to call himself eccentric, 

bit we're not saying who Constan- 

tine‘s personality is patterned after. You 

see people with the neme of St. Elvis 

sorta mekes us nervous, too, 80 why 
don't we just call it even! . 


rr 


Dear Alan, ; 
| used to devour SWAMP. THING 
ereepingly and lovingly, barely sniffing 
at it from my usual comic-critical 
distance before relishing the sucking of 
ink from the page, the chewing of pulpy 
paper. and the satisfied spitting of . 
staples. Your writing made me this way. - 
But, now you've made me mad. . 

Oh, not on the account of this “on the: 
toad with Swamp Thing.” | like the new 
loose pacing and | like the travelogue 
and | like that ‘nasty piece of work, John 
Constantine (quite a Stirig to his leering 
wit)! No comic has ever left me with this 
dread of what's to.come, lcan't wait: So, . 
why.am | mad? 

\' Two months ago, | wrote pleading for 
Abby to come along, whatever happens. 
was almost embarrassed to beg, “don't 
leave, her out of it," so I didn't send the 
letter. | didn’t want to insult your 
integrity. So where's Abby? She's not 


’ Captain America’s girlfriend! Don't let 


me down! | didn't want to be insulting 
but,"Alan, you're a mugwump, and I've 

Qrt.a Dhie-graentanguel [t’egee Abby, 

okay? 
Yours, 
David Quinn Breseke 
_ 1710 Avenue H #24 - 

Brooklyn, NY.11230 

A blue-green tongue. huh? Being an 

original Brooklynite myself, | knove for 


-sure many strange people live there, but 


still ... Anyway, | wouldn't worry about 
Abby. David. As we've seen so far in the 
“American Gothic story line, a number 
of issues have taken place in Louisiane 
with Abby playing an important part in 
the plot. But, in those instances when 


. Swamp Thing has had to go it alone, he 


was and still is able to visit his girlfriend 


’ by merely sinking into the green, tele- 


porting his consciousness to wherever 
she. might be, and then regenerating 
himselt in just a matter of seconds. Now, 
whe said long-distance, relationships 
can't work! 


Dear Alan, 

On rare occasions a comic comes 
along that is so good that | can’t stand it 
{like the Phoenix Cycle; the first hatf 
dozen chapters of THRILLER, you know), 
but with you helming SWAMP THING, 
those rare occasions are fast becoming 
commonplace. Literally every story 
you've written for this strip has brought 
tears of joy to my eyes. 

SWAMP THING #37 is merely the 
latest in line, “Growth Patterns” quite 
honestly astonished mel To see Alec 
actually grow from that tiny little 
seedling in the first panel was amazing. 
Of course Alec's ability to regrow 
himself is logical, but so obvious that it 
never occurred to me. | loved the scenes 
where Abby was taking care of “tittle 
Alec,” especially the “Day 7" sequence. 

A few words on the supporting crew: 

Abby is the sexiest woman in camics; 
don’t EVER let her get away. Let's seo 8 
little more of her work at Elysium 
Lawns. | think it would be nice if Abby 
cultivated (sorry) a friendship with 
another woman, someone she can talk 
with. 

Matt Cable. Leave him in his coma. 
That may sound cruel, but too often 
husbands slip into comas, and then 
revive at just the right moment to screw 
up everybody's life. 

Where is Liz Tremayne? The last time 
we saw her, she was in a car with 
what's-his-name in the middle of the 
swamp. 

John Constantine is intriguing. He 
appears to be an independent operative 
of some sort, vaguely reminding me of 
Gary Seven from Star Trek. He looks a 
fot like Sting, too. John’s network of 
operatives is interesting as well. 

This Threat which has everyone so 
worked up this issue looks pretty mear. 
if it is Cthulhu, then I'm on the next bus 
out of this reality. I'm anxiously await- 
ing more clues (I'm the type who 
delights in figuring out writer‘s plotlines 
and identifying the “mystery villain” 
after two months). So far my only guess 
is Arcane, but | know that’s wrong, 
because he’s in Hell (boy, is he in Hell); 
unless the Threat really is Satan, and 
he’s bringing along helpers... 

Or it could be the “Crisis on Infinite 
Earths” menace... 

Suggestion time: 

Alan, don't change a thing. Keep that 
marvelous ear for dialogue, and the 
shocks coming. Your horror, unlike the 
current Hollywood fare, is truly scary, 
like that twisted freak in.this issue. I'll 
have you know that I've removed all the 
closet doors in my home, and thrown 
away my drawing pad. | don’t sleep 
anymore either; not that | ever COULD, 
after the Monkey King story line... 

Art: whoever draws this book is okay 
with me, just as long as John 
embellishes it. Steve and Rick, you guys 
are tops. Let’s hear it for Tatjana and 
John, bravo .:. (clap, clap, clap) 

The future: 

| understand the series is going ona 
cross-country saga that will culminate 
in issue #50, a sittle over 12 months 
away ... Hmm, that’s when you-know- 
what wakes up. Might | be so bold as to 


suggest an encounter with Jericho from 
the Teen Titans? (just him) i‘m not raally 
sure why, but | just think that a meeting 
between Alec and the mute Titan would 
be interesting to behold. 

By the way, Alan, isn't that you on 
page, 22, panel 1, lower right side? | 
suppose those other people are the rest 
of the Swamp crew; nice touch, | like 
things like that, and the No-Parking sign 
saying “Get out now” and Gumby on 
pg. 

Qooops, time to runt i'm growing 6 
super-hero in the back yard, and he gets 
ticked off if I'm late with the water ... 
geez, that heat vision stings! tf this 
works, I'm gonna grow my very own 
Abby! 

Joe Diliberto 
336 Hudson Ave. 
Albany, NY 12210 
Right yau are on spotting Alan on page 
22, Joe. Rick Vaitch is next to him, and 
just a little further back in the crowd is 
“Molasses” Bissette himself, with his 
wife, Nancy, and -daughter, Mais, 
searching for the way back to Vermont: 
As for those rather blunt No Parking 
signs, | haven't yet seen “Get outnow!” 
on any New York City street, but in a 
town where signs reading “Don’t even 
think of. parking herel™ fine Fifth 
Avenue, I'm sure they exist! 


Prrrry 


Dear Swamp Creators, 

Ulp. Something big is brewing in this 
book that is going to earn the title 
“sophisticated suspenseful epic,” and 
whatever it is, it certainly is not going to 
be nice. I've heard on the grapevine (an 
appropriate expression for this book) 
that “The American Gothic“ is going to 
be @ multipart story, and judging by the 
events this issue, it promises to be truly 
exceptional even by this book's stan- 
dards. 

Swamp’s regeneration was wonder- 
ful. A simple seed is so often taken for 
granted, yet nature has put more pure 
creation in one seed than man has ever 
been able to isolate in a test tube. The 
calendar of Swamp’s growth reminded 
me of my own efforts at school, growing 
bean shoots in wet cotton wool; but my 
results were never like Abby‘’s! Alan 
continues to astound and delight and 
terrify with his writing, something ¢ 
hope he never stops doing. 

Alan’s characters are so precisely 
written: Benjamin'Cox's speech impedi- 
ment, Judith’s drugged-out attempt to 
keep awake, Sister Anne-Marie’s con- 
viction of Satan‘s return, these were al! 
shown in a few panels which made each 
character as individual as if I'd just read 
a dossier on each. 

{can’t wait to see what Alan does with 
Swampy's newly acquired (or rather, 
newly revealed) abilities. They are 
fogical and natural extensions of his 
existence as a plant elemental, which | 
assume makes him a@ sort of personifi- 
cation of the world’s pliant life. 

Also chillingly intriguing was thedittle- 
boy-with-his-headtwisted-around-back- 
wards-and-his-hand- stitched-into-his- 
back (whew!). His (its?) animation and 


t 


killing of Emma were real horror-movie | 
stuff, but with the far greater impact of 
Aian‘s writing. And Constantine: | fee! 


» that he’s vary manipulative in the same 


way as Baron Winter from the fate, 
lamented Night Force drew certain 
peopis together to combat a super- 
natural threat while he controlled things 
from behind the scenes. Yet he’s got 
information Swampy wants, so I'm sure 
our favorite walking garden willbe there 
in Rosewood. 

The art was really fantastic, also. Rick 
went very well with John’s inks, ! think 
becauge they're both such imaginative 
artists. Page 12, for example, was 8 real 
flight of the ifnagination; the breaking 
glass on p. 22 was so eloquently drawn 
that you could nearly hear it shatter; and 
throughout the issue there was a fan- 
tastic, varied assortment of pane! 
arrangements to keep the reader's 
imerest at an absolute high. The es- 
sence of the book's art is to make sure 
John does the inking; either Stephen or 
Rick Veitch can pencil as fer as i'm 
concerned, because they both go so welt 
with John inking them. 

Karen, this is one of the few books 
that | think, | wish this issue hedn’t 
stopped at p. 23. So you've obviously 
been doing it right since taking over the 
heim; now please ensure that you stay 
there, as it’s everyone on this book's 
creative team (yes, Tatjana and John, | 
do mean you too!) that makes it the gern 
it is. 

1 look forward to next issue's en- 
counter with the vampire town. The last 
time Swampy met vampires, Marty 
Pasko and Tom Yeates handled them 
very well. Now I want to sea the current 
team’s ... well, unique handling of tham 

So t'll sae you all then. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mark Dito 

13 Cameron Ave. 

Earlwood 2206 

Sydney, Australia 

A bunch of that odd cast of characters 
from “Growth Patterns” will be raturn- 
ing in some wey, shape, or form as the 
“American Gothic” builds to its climax. 
Mark. So be looking for then real soon. 


NEXT: A “serial killer” adds many, many 
more deaths to his list! Steve and John 
return for “Bogeymen” in just thirty 
days! See you then—Karen 
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